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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 
applications: 

Listing of Claims 



surface, comprising: 

a baao including a generally trough-shaped bedv -base h aving first side wall, a second 

side wall opposina said first side wall, a bottojn wall and a longitudinal axis; 

a first leg extending proximallv fr om said base -first side wall substantiallv parallel to 

said longitudinal axis; 

a second leg extending proximallv fr om said basc^ second side wall substaiitiallv 

parallel to said longitudinal axis, said second leg being in opposing relation lo said first leg; 
a first barb extending from said first le g towards tlie inside surface: 
a second barb extending from said second le g towards the inside surface: 
said first leg including a first end portion extending generally towards said 

longitudinal axis; 

said second leg including a second end portion extending generally towards said 
longitudinal axis, and 

a spring element extending proximallv from said bottom wall, said spring element fe f 
urging said barbs in a SQlGctod dir e ctio nt owards the inside surface of the svrin^e =-sai d - &pFtn^ 




2. (Original) A locking element as described id claim 1 wherein said base, legs and spring 
element are of integral construction and foimed from a substantially flat, integral sheet of 
metal. 

3. (Original) A locking element as described in claim 1 wherein each of said first and 
second legs include an imier edge and an outer edge, said first and second barbs extending, 
respectively, from said outer edges of said first and second legs. ^ ^ 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A locking element as described in claim 4-l_wherein said tiiiid tog 
s pi^ng element i s pivotally attached to said base bottom wall . 



1. (Currently Amended) 



A locking element for a single use svrine e having an inside 
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6. (Currently Amended) A locking element as described in clajra 5 wherein said third 
I teg -spring eleroent h as a bend therein. 

7. (Currently Amended) A single use syringe assembly comprising: 

a barrel having an inside surface defining a chamber for retaining fluid, and open 
proximal end and a distal end having a passageway in communication with said chamber, 

a plunger rod assembly including an elongate body portion having a proximal end, a 
distal end, and a stopper mounted to said elongate body portion proximate said distal end, 
said stopper being slidably positioned in substantially fluid tight engagement with said inside 
surface of said barrel, said elongate body portion extending outwardly from said open 
proximal end of said barrel; and 

a g^egat ly trough shaped locking element positioned within said barre l, said - lock a^ 
olomon t and defining a channel, said elongate body portion of said plunger rod assembly 
extending through said channe l, said locking e]ement haYiii j> 

a generally trough-shaped base inchidine at leas t one side wall and a bottom 

wall: 

at least one leg extending uroximallv from said at least one side wall; 
at least one barb extending from said at least one leg towards said inside 
surface; 

said at least one leg including an end portion extending generally towards said 
plunger rod: and 

a spring element extending proximally from said b ottom wall said spring 
element urgmg said at least one barb towards said inside surf ace of l:he svringe: 
wherein o ne or moro barbs e xt ead infl from said lookine^lcmcnt> said on e or mor s 
said at least one b arbs engag^ftg ^engagea said inside surface of said barrel for substantially 
preventing said locking element from moving proximally with respect to said barrel but 
I allowing movement of said locking element towards said distal end;_and 

said locking element engages said elongate body portion of said plunger rod assembly 
such that said locking element is movable towards said distal end of said bauel as said 
plunger rod assembly is advancedsr^d 

a spring m e mb e r attaob ed- to Duid lo e king clement and urging sa id"teeH5<^-a3aef^43aifeQ 

3 

PAGE 9116* R(»/D AT 11/2112005 2:37:26 PM [Eastern 9^^^^^ 



11/21/05 15:43 FAX 201 847 7008 



BD Intel Propty Dept 



lilOlO 



Application No.: 10/633,107 



Docket No,: P-5315C1 



8. (Currently Amended) A single use syringe assembly as described in claim 7 wherein 
said locking oteflaeft iat least one leg includes first and se ceadan edges^ said eHe-0f-^ae5eeat 
least one barbs extending from said at least one ede eg, and said - sorina momber boina int e gral 

9. (Cunently Amended) A single use syringe assembly as described in claim 8 wherein 
said elongate body portion of said plunger tod assembly includes first and second adjoining 
portions, said first portion being distal of said second portion and having a smaller diameter 
than said second portion, a first shoulder separating said first and second portions, and a stop 
surface at the distal end of said first portion, said at least one letd e cldna element having a 
distal end engageable with said stop surface and a said base having a t tfoximal end 
engageable with said first shoulder. 

10. (Currently Amended) A single use syringe assembly as described in claim 9 whereia 
said at least one wall includes a first wall and a second wall ouposing said first wall wdQi said 
bottom wall disposed therebetween and at least one leg including l oddng el^meaH nclud e s a 
base-^ed-a firs t lea extendiag oroxfmallv firom said first waH and a_second legs extending 
proximally_ frQm said bas esecond wall, said fu:st and second legs being in substantially 
opposing relation and having end portions engageable with said elongate body portion of ^nd 
plunger ro d, said Gpring member comprisi n g - a t})jrd log oxtm d ing Irom oaid baae b e twoon 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A single use syringe assembly as described in claim 10 wherein 
said first and second legs include inner edges adjoining said ■te44 egspring element and outer 
edges, said outer edges of said first and second legs including one or more s aid at least one 
barb^. 

12. (Currently Amended) A single use syringe assembly comprising: 

a barrel having an inside surface defining a chamber for retaining fluid; 

a plunger rod assembly including an elongate body portion having a proximal end, a 
distal end and a stopper mounted to said elongate body portion, said stopper being slidably 
positioned in substantially fluid tight engagement with said inside sur&ce of said barrel, said 
elongate body portion extending outwardly from said barrel; 

a locking element positioned within said barrel, said locking element including a base 
including fitst and second opposing walls and a third wall coimecting said first and second 
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>valls, a first leg extending proximally iiom said first wall, a second leg extending proximally 
from said second wall, said jfirst and second legs being in opposing relation, a first barb 
extending from said first leg and engaging said inside surface of said barrel, a second barb 
extending fiom said second leg and engaging said inside surface of said bairel, said first leg 
including a first end portion engageable with said elongate body portion of said plunger rod 
assembly, said second leg including a second end portion engageable with said elongate body 
portion of said plunger rod assembly, said first and second barbs being positioned to 
substantially prevent said locking element from moving proximally in said barrel, but 
allowing said locking element to move distally within said barrel; and 

a third leg pivotally extending p mvtm allv from said third wall of said base and 
towards said inside surface of said barrel, said third leg restliently urging said first and said 
second barbs towards said inside siuface of said barrel, each of said first and second legs 
includinia a substantially flat body having an imier edtie substantially adjacent to said third leg 
and an outer edge, said first and second baifas extending, respectivelv, fifom said outer edges 
of said first and second legs. 



13. (Canceled) 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently Amended) A single use syringe as described in claim 4^12wherein said 
elongate body portion of said plunger rod assembly includes first and second adjoining 
portions, said first portion being distal of said second portion and having a smaller diameter 
than said second portion, a first shoulder separating said first and second portions, and a stop 
surface at the distal end of said first portion, said first and second inwardly extending end 
portion of said first and second legs being engageable with said first shoulder, said locking 
element being engageable witli said atop sur&ce, 

17. (Original) A single use syringe as described in claim 16 wherein said elongate body 
portion of said plunger rod assembly includes a second shoulder proximal of said first 
shoulder, said end portions of said fncst and second legs being engageable with said second 
shoulder. 





said barrel . 
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18. (Original) A siugle use syringe as described in claim 17 wherein the distance between 
said first shoulder and said stop surface is substantially the same as the length of said locking 
element. 

19. (Original) A single use syringe as described in claim 18 wherein said locking element is 
formed from a substantially flat, integral sheet of metal. 

20. (Original) A single use syringe as described in claim 12 wherein said locking element is 
formed from a substantially flat, integral sheet of metal. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A single use syringe as described in claim 20 jfi ^ d ing - a spring 
H i cmbcr oxtcnding pro:dmally from said base and urgi Rg-fl aid batbfl towards said inr » ide 
surfac e of said barrol» wherein each of said first and second legs includes a substantially flat 
body having inner and outer edges, said first and second barbs extending, respectively, from 
said outer edges of said first and second legs, said inner edges of said first and second legs 
being adjacent to said ^f p^n f > m e mb e rt liiid leg . 

22. (Original) A single use syringe as described in claim 21 wberein said locking element 
has a generally trougli-shaped configuration. 

23. (Currently Amended) A single use syringe as described in claim 21 wherein said 
said third leg iftefadiftfr -includes a bend therein. 
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